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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING
 
 
IN THE MATTER OF                                     :
DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS AGAINST           :
                                                                                    :              FINAL DECISION AND ORDER
SCOTT R. KOERWITZ, R.N.,                                   :                            LS0809048NUR

RESPONDENT.                                              :
 
 

Division of Enforcement Case # 08 NUR 175
 
            The parties to this action for the purposes of Wis. Stat. § 227.53 are:
 
            Scott R. Koerwitz, R.N.
            2001 W. Packer Ave. Apt. D
            Oshkosh, WI  54901-1570
           
            Division of Enforcement
            Department of Regulation and Licensing
            1400 East Washington Avenue
            P.O. Box 8935
            Madison, WI  53708-8935
 

Board of Nursing
Department of Regulation & Licensing
1400 East Washington Avenue

            P.O. Box 8935
            Madison, WI  53708-8935
 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY
 
            The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as the final decision of this
matter, subject to the approval of the Board of Nursing.  The Board has reviewed the attached Stipulation and considers it
acceptable.
 
            Accordingly, the Board in this matter adopts the attached Stipulation and makes the following:
 

FINDINGS OF FACT
 
            1.         Scott R. Koerwitz, R.N., (DOB 06/03/1958) is duly licensed as registered nurse in the state of Wisconsin
(license # 30-159336).  This license was first granted on July 25, 2007.
 
            2.         Respondent's most recent address on file with the Wisconsin Board of Nursing is 2001 W. Packer Avenue
Apartment D, Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 54901-1570. 
 

3.         At all relevant times, Respondent was employed as a registered nurse on the psychiatric unit at the University
of Wisconsin Hospital. 
 

4.                  On or about September 10, 2007, a co-worker reported Respondent for sexual harassment.  An investigation
was completed and the misconduct was not substantiated.  However it was noted that Respondent seemed to have boundary
issues and sat too close to patients.



 
5.           At his three month evaluation on September 20, 2007, his supervisor discussed boundaries with him and

reminded him of the need to be extra careful of boundaries on the psychiatric unit.
 
            6.         Sometime between December 13, 2007 and January 8, 2008, Patient A reported that Respondent had
touched her breasts.  Patient A later recanted her allegation.  It was determined that Patient A was not reliable and no further
investigation was conducted.
 

7.                  In or about December 19, 2007 through January 2, 2008, patient B was hospitalized in the psychiatric unit of
University of Wisconsin Hospital.  Patient B complained that Respondent had made inappropriate sexual comments to her on
seven or eight occasions, such as:  “we should make out,” “We should have sex in my room,” and “I want to lick you all
over.”   He caressed her face and hair, and he hugged her.  Patient B asked him why he was doing this, and he said it was to
make her feel better and to make her smile.

 
8.         On or about February 5, 2008, it was reported that Respondent had been sexually inappropriate in a

conversation with a co-worker.  The co-worker acknowledged participating in the inappropriate discussion initially, but felt
that Respondent went to far.  When she asked him to stop, he did.
 

9.         On or about March 29-20, 2008, patient C was hospitalized in the psychiatric unit of University of Wisconsin
Hospital.  Patient C reported that Respondent had stroked her hair, told her she was sexy, gave her a hug and put his tongue
in her mouth.  He also told her that he had “licked her toilet seat.”
 
            10.       After Patient C reported the incident, Respondent was told by the charge nurse not to go into Patient C’s
room and not to contact her.  Two days later, Respondent admitted that after being told not to have contact with Patient C, he
had done rounds from the door, and had given Patient C an ibuprofen, did a pain reassessment and changed her dressing.
 
            11.       On or about May 2, 2008, Respondent was interviewed regarding the allegations.  He denied any
misconduct.  When asked if he contacted a patient after she was discharged, he admitted that he had called her once, and that
he had also e-mailed her a couple of times, one to two months ago, to check on her.  He denied sending any e-mails from
work.  However, the hospital had evidence that he had sent an e-mail to a patient from work the day before. 
 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
 
            1.         The Wisconsin Board of Nursing has jurisdiction to act in this matter, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 441.07, and is
authorized to enter into the attached Stipulation and Order, pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 227.44(5).
 
            2.         The conduct described in paragraphs 3 - 11 above constitutes a violation of Wisconsin Administrative Code §
N 7.04(4) and (11) and subjects Respondent to discipline pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 441.07(1)(d).
 

ORDER
 
IT IS ORDERED:
 

1.                  Scott R. Koerwitz, R.N. is REPRIMANDED.
 

2.         The license of Scott R. Koerwitz, R.N. to practice nursing in the State of Wisconsin, and his privilege to
practice pursuant to the Multi-State Nursing Compact, is LIMITED as follows:
 

(a)                Within ninety (90) days of the date of this Order, Respondent, at his own expense, shall undergo a
psychological evaluation by a mental health professional with experience evaluating health care
professionals with boundary issues. 

 
   i.       The evaluating psychologist must not have treated Respondent at any time and shall have
been approved by the Board, with an opportunity for the Division to make its recommendation, prior



to the evaluation being performed.

   ii.       The Division shall provide the evaluating psychologist and Respondent with those portions of
the investigative file which the Division believes may be of assistance in performing the evaluation. 
Respondent may provide the evaluating psychologist with any information Respondent believes will
be of assistance in performing the evaluation and shall immediately provide copies of that information
to the Division.

   iii.      Respondent shall authorize the evaluating psychologist to provide the Board, or its designee,
and the Division with the evaluation report and all materials used in performing the evaluation and
shall provide the Board, or its designee, and the Division with the opportunity to discuss the
evaluation and findings with the evaluating psychologist.

iv.         The Board may limit Respondent's license in any manner it sees fit to address any
recommendations resulting from the assessment.  In the event that the evaluating psychologist is of
the opinion that Respondent cannot safely practice nursing, the board may suspend Respondent’s
license until such time as Respondent proves he is capable of safely practicing nursing.

 
(b)               Respondent shall complete the Rehabilitation Review process through the Department of Health and

Family Services pursuant to Wis. Stat. §50.065 and Ch. HFS 12, Wis. Admin. Code prior to
working in any facility licensed by the Department of Health and Family Services.

 
(c)                Respondent, at his own expense, shall complete 12 hours of pre-approved continuing education in

patient boundaries for nurses within 90 days of the date of this Order.  Respondent is responsible for
finding an appropriate course and submitting the course information to the Board for approval prior to
taking the course and in sufficient time to obtain board approval within the 90 day time frame, taking
into account the board’s meeting schedule.

 
(d)               Respondent shall provide a copy of this Final Decision and Order to his supervisors at any nursing or

caregiver-related employment immediately upon receipt by Respondent of the order, and prior to
beginning any new employment.  For a period of at least two (2) years from the date of this Order,
Respondent shall arrange for quarterly reports from his nursing employer(s) reporting the terms and
conditions of his employment and evaluating his work performance.  These reports shall be submitted
to the Department Monitor in the Department of Regulation and Licensing Division of Enforcement, at
P.O. Box 8935, Madison, Wisconsin, 53708-8935.

 
(e)                For a period of at least two (2) years from the date of this Order, Respondent shall practice only

under the direct supervision of a licensed nurse or other licensed health care professional approved by
the Board or its designee and only in a work setting pre-approved by the Board or its designee. 
Respondent may not work in a home health care, hospice, pool nursing, or agency setting.

 
(f)                 Respondent shall notify the Department Monitor of any change of nursing employment during the time

in which the Order is in effect.  Notification shall occur within fifteen (15) days of a change of
employment and shall include an explanation of the reasons for the change. 

 
3.         Respondent shall, within ninety (90) days from the date of this Order, pay costs of this proceeding in the

amount of Three Hundred Dollars ($300.00).  Payment shall be made payable to the Wisconsin Department of Regulation and
Licensing, and mailed to:
 

Department Monitor
Division of Enforcement

Department of Regulation and Licensing
P.O. Box 8935

Madison, WI  53708-8935
Telephone (608) 267-3817



Fax (608) 266-2264
 
4.         In the event Respondent violates the terms of this Order, including but not limited to failing to pay costs as

ordered, failing to comply with the ordered continuing education, or failing to comply with any limitations on his license, the
Respondent's license (#30-159336) SHALL BE SUSPENDED, without further notice or hearing, until Respondent has
complied with the terms of this Order.

 
5.         This Order is effective on the date of its signing.
 

 
 
Board of Nursing
 
 
By:       Marilyn Kaufmann

A Member of the Board
 
           
            9/4/08
                        Date
 



STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING
 
 
IN THE MATTER OF                                           :
DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS AGAINST     :
                                                                              :                           STIPULATION
SCOTT R. KOERWITZ, R.N.,                             :                          LS# ______________

RESPONDENT.                                        :
 
 

Division of Enforcement Case # 08 NUR 175
 
            Scott R. Koerwitz, R.N., personally on his own behalf, and Jeanette Lytle, attorney for the Department of Regulation
and Licensing, Division of Enforcement, stipulate:
 
            1.         This Stipulation is entered into as a result of a pending investigation of Respondent's licensure by the Division
of Enforcement (case # 08 NUR 175).  Respondent consents to the resolution of this investigation by stipulation.
 
            2.         Respondent understands that by signing this Stipulation he voluntarily and knowingly waives his rights,
including:  the right to a hearing on the allegations against him, at which time the state has the burden of proving those
allegations by a preponderance of the evidence; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against him; the right to
call witnesses on his behalf and to compel their attendance by subpoena; the right to testify himself; the right to file objections
to any proposed decision and to present briefs or oral arguments to the officials who are to render the final decision; the right
to petition for rehearing; and all other applicable rights afforded to him under the United States Constitution, the Wisconsin
Constitution, the Wisconsin Statutes, the Wisconsin Administrative Code, and any other provisions of state or federal law.
 
            3.         Respondent has been provided an opportunity to obtain the advice of legal counsel prior to signing this
stipulation.
 
            4.         Respondent agrees to the adoption of the attached Final Decision and Order by the Board of Nursing.  The
parties to the Stipulation consent to the entry of the attached Final Decision and Order without further notice, pleading,
appearance or consent of the parties.  Respondent waives all rights to any appeal of the Board's order, if adopted in the form
as attached.
 
            5.         If the terms of this Stipulation are not acceptable to the Board, the parties shall not be bound by the contents
of this Stipulation, and the matter shall be returned to the Division of Enforcement for further proceedings.  In the event that
this Stipulation is not accepted by the Board, the parties agree not to contend that the Board has been prejudiced or biased in
any manner by consideration of this attempted resolution.
 
            6.         The parties to this Stipulation agree that the attorney or other agent for the Division of Enforcement and any
member of the Board of Nursing ever assigned as an advisor in this investigation may appear before the Board in open or
closed session, without the presence of the Respondent or his attorney, for purposes of speaking in support of this agreement
and answering questions that any member of the Board may have in connection with the Board’s deliberations on the
Stipulation.  Additionally, any such Board advisor may vote on whether the Board should accept this Stipulation and issue the
attached Final Decision and Order.
 
            7.         Respondent is informed that should the Board adopt this Stipulation, the Board’s final decision and order is a
public record and will be published in accordance with standard Department procedure.
 

8.         Respondent is further informed that should the Board adopt this Stipulation, the Board’s Final Decision and
Order would constitute an agency finding within the meaning of Wis. Stats. §§ 48.685 and 50.065.  Should Respondent wish
to work in a Wisconsin DHFS-licensed facility, he will need to pass a Rehabilitation Review through DHFS prior to
commencement of such employment.



 
            9.         The Division of Enforcement joins Respondent in recommending the Board adopt this Stipulation and issue the
attached Final Decision and Order.
 
 
 
 
_________________________________                  _______________________________
Scott R. Koerwitz, R.N.                                                                       Date
2001 W. Packer Ave. Apt. D
Oshkosh, WI  54901-1570
 
 
 
 
_________________________________                  _______________________________
Jeanette Lytle, Attorney                                                                        Date
Division of Enforcement
Wisconsin Department of Regulation and Licensing
P.O. Box 8935
Madison, WI  53708-8935
 


